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Comoros 


Said Kafe Arrives in Malaysia on 5-Day Visit 


Meets With Foreign Minister 
BK280855 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0800 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Text] Acting Foreign Minister Tengku Ahmad Rithaud- 
deen says Malaysian trade and econoinic activities must 
diversify into Africa as the continent offers great poten- 
tial in these areas. 


He said, after an hour-long discussion with Coinoros 
Foreign and Foreign Trade and Cooperation Minister 
Said Kafe at the Defense Ministry in Kuala Lumpur 
today, that trade relations with the continent have so far 
heen conducted on an ad hoc basis. 


Mr Said Kafe, accompanied by three officials, arrived 
today for a 5-day visit. 


Meets Deputy Prime Minister 
BK290917 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0800 GMT 29 Mar 88 


{Text} Malaysia has agreed to provide places in its 
institutions of higher learning for students from the 
Republic of Comoros. The deputy prime minister, Mr 
Ghafar Baba, says Malaysia will also train cfficials from 
that country in its training institutions. He told newsmen 
this after holding talks with tie foreign minister of 
Comoros, Mr Said Kafe, in Kuala Lumpur. Mr Ghafar 
said Comoros had also expressed interest in buying 
timber from Malaysia. 


Mr Kafe is leading a delegation on a 5-day visit to the 
country. Tomorrow the members will hold talks with the 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board. 


Manritius 


Flights To London Cut After Talks Failure 
AB261240 Paris AFP in English 1214 GMT 26 Mar 88 


[Text] Port Louis, March 26 (AFP)—Failure of Mauri- 
tian-British talks on air connections via the Gulf has led 
to a cut in air traffic between the two countries, observ- 
ers noted here Saturday [26 March]. But the two airlines 
involved, British Airways (BA) and Air Mauritius, said 
they had taken steps to prevent passengers from being 
affected. 
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The Mauritian Government has just informed BA that 
as of April 1, it will be allowed just one weekly flight 
(against two al present) on the London-Mauritius route 
via the Gulf. BA has decided to suspend its Wednesday 
flight here via Bahrain and to maintain its Sunday flight 
via Dubai, though without being able to carry pasengers 
for the Dubai-Mauritius segment. 


Air Mauritius has decided to maintain its Saturday flight 
from Mauritius to London via Paris, but to end its 
second weekly flight scheduled for London at Geneva. 


The Mauritian Government’s decision follows a break- 
down in Mauritian-British negotiations on an agreement 
allowing Air Mauritius to operate the London-Bahrain 
route. 


Air Mauritius Managing Director Sir Harry Tirvenga- 
dum said Friday that “I’m sorry it has wound up this 
way. We had authorized British Airways to use the 
Gulf-Mauritius route, and we expected a certain reci- 
procity by getting authorizatron to operate on the Gul/- 
London part. But the British authorities told us that 
issue was not negotiable.” 


BA issued a communique on Friday announcing the 
Mauritian decision and saying that the British Govern- 
ment and BA regretted that talks held here March 14-17 
by Mauritian and British authorities had not brought an 
agreement that would have satisfied both countries’ 
political and commercial objectives. It said Mauritius 
had rejected all British proposais. 


Air Mauritius said Friday that negotiations had lasted 
nine months without problems stemming from lack of 
reciprocity being resolved. It said it had made a series of 
proposals as to reciprocity, but Britian had turned them 
all down. 


Seychelles 


PRC Delegation Arrives To Study Loan Projects 
AB241458 Paris AFP in French 1554 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] Victoria, 23 Mar (AFP)—It was learned from 
official sources in Victoria that a four-man Chinese 
delegation, led by Chen Yongcai, deputy director of the 
Department of Foreign Aid at the PRC Ministry of 
Economic Relations and Trade, has arrived in Seychelles 
to finalize decisions on the use of a $1.2 million loan to 
the Republic of Seychelles. 


The four members of the delegation are expected to 
Study various projects on housing, hydroelectricity, vet- 
erinary services, and sports. The PRC loan, signed last 
December, is interest-free and carries a 10-year grace 
period. This is the second largest loan ever granted by the 
PRC to Seychelles, after the loan for the construction of 
the island’s polytechnic institute inaugurated in 1983. 
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Angola 


Mozambique’s Chissano Pays Visit 29 Mar 


Condemns Raid on Botswana 
MB300601 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 30 Mar 88 


[Text] In Luanda early yesterday morning, Mozambican 
President Joaquim Alberto Chissano exchanged views 
with Comrade Pedro de Castro van Dunem, member of 
the MPLA-Labor Party Political Bureau. The Mozambi- 
can head of state stopped over in Luanda on the way to 
Buenos Aires, which is the first leg of his Latin American 
tour. 


President Joaquim Chissano and Pedro de Castro van 
Dunem discussed issues connected with the situation in 
southern Africa. 


Approached by Angolan media, Mozambican President 
Joaquim Chissano referred to the attack against Gabo- 
rone, the capital of Botswana, the day before yesterday. 
In this attack, a South African commando murdered five 
people. The Mozambican head of state described the 
attack as being part of the Pretoria regime's strategy of 
destabilizing the Frontline States through terrorist 
actions. 


UNITA Communique Welcomes ‘Peace Initiatives’ 
MB300623 (Clandestine) KUP in English to Southern 
and Central Africa 

0600 GMT 30 Mar 88 


[Text] Jamba, provisional capital of the Free Land of 
Angola, 30 Mar (KUP)}— UNITA has welcomed initia- 
tives taken by African and European countries, including 
the United States, towards peace and reconciliation in 
Angola, a communique from Central Committee dis- 
closed in Jamba Saturday. 


The communique, signed by the movement's vice pres- 
ident, Jeremias Chitunda; movement secretary general, 
N’*Zau Puna; and military chief of staff, General Amos 
Chilingutila, said UNITA is ready to negotiate to end the 
13-year-old civil war and extends its strong hand to 
leaders of MPLA to have courage for peace. 


Referring to clamour for peace and national reconcilia- 
tion from Angolans, the communique has urged MPLA 
to denounce its pledge with the Russian imperialism and 
to accept UNITA’s peace proposals—the only way pos- 
sible for an economical and social progress in the coun- 


try. 


Historically, it was UNITA that promoted the Nakuru 
and Mombasa conferences aimed at peace settlement 
between the three liberation movement which later 
turned to pave the way to Alvor Accords (the agreement 
signed between Angolan liberation movements with the 
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colonial masters, the Portuguese, in Alvor) for 1975, only 
to be violated by the MPLA on the interest of defending 
Russian imperialism, concluded the communique. 


‘Unconditional’ Amnesty Said Offered to Rebels 
MB301051 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1044 GMT 30 Mar 88 


[Text] Harare, March 30, SAPA—Senior Angolan Gov- 
ernment officials, attending au international conference 
in Harare, said Luanda would grant an unconditional 
amnesty to rebels if South Africa and the U.S. stopped 
supporting UNITA. 


A special committee on Angola, established by the cur- 
rent session of the Association of West European Parlia- 
mentarians for Action Against Apartheid (AWEPAA) 
said in its preliminary report today the Angolan officials 
had assured it that Luanda was ready to integrate and 
reconcile all its people. Zimbabwe's national ZIANA 
news agency reported. 


“We believe that this is a positive factor that might help 
speed up the current talks between the United States and 
Angola,” a committee spokesman told the AWEPAA 
closing session. 


He said Angola was also ready for talks with South Africa 
on condition that Pretoria ceased attacking the country 
directly and through the UNITA movement. 


The Angolan position was that UNITA would not have 
survived had it not been for the support it received from 
Washington and South Africa. 


“There was also a general feeling of frustration over the 
role of Zaire as a transit point for UNITA’s aid from the 
U.S...” said the spokesman. 


The committee, he said, was satisfied by the genuine 
response it received from the Angolan delegation on the 
problems in that country and the way the government 
was planning to solve the conflict. 


Botswana 


Chiepe Addresses Parliament on RSA Attack 
MB300849 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0842 GMT 30 Mar 88 


[Text] Gaborone, March 30, SAPA—The Botswana 
Government said last night that it would continue to 
employ all options open to it to persuade South AFrica 
to reduce the level of tension in the region, BOPA 
[BOTSWANA PRESS AGENCY] reports. 


Addressing Parliament in the wake of Monday’s attack 
by the South African Defence Force on a house in 
Gaborone, the minister for external affairs, Dr Gaositwe 
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Chiepe, said Botswana believed the root cause of all 
problems in southern Africa was the policy of apartheid 
which must be dismantled and replaced by a full-fledged 
democracy in South Africa. 


“This is the goal which we commend to all peace-loving 
countries to pursue for the sake of all the people of South 
Africa, for the sake of all of us and for the sake of peace 
and socio-economic progress for all,’ she said. 


Dr Chiepe said the government was heartened by the fact 
that the Commonwealth Committee of Foreign Minis- 
ters on Southern Africa, which was established by the 
conference of heads of government in Vancouver last 
October, had already held its first meeting and put 
forward concrete proposals which “we exhort South 
Africa to accept.” 


The committee was established to provide high-level 
impetus and guidance in the furtherance of efforts to 
find peaceful solution to the problem of South and 
southern Africa. 


Di Chiepe earlier told parliament the situation in south- 
ern Africa remained volatile, because Pretoria continued 
to conduct acts of aggression against her neighbours and 
oppression on the disenfranchised population at home. 


She said Pretoria continued to occupy Namibia in defi- 
ance of all exhortations for it to cooperate in the imple- 
mentation of Resolution 435, which was now in its tenth 
year of suspended animation. 


Dr Chiepe said Botswana would continue to demand 
that South Africa relinquish its illegal occupation of 
Namibia and allow the territory to assume indepen- 
dence. 


She said verbal and military attacks by South Africa on 
neighbouring countries were being committed as pre- 
emptive strikes against the ANC. She said as far as 
Botswana was aware, the ANC was operating inside 
South Africa itself. 


Republic of South Africa 
Raid on ‘Terrorists’ in Botswana Defended 


Botha Responds to Protest 
MB292038 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2034 GMT 29 Mar 88 


[Text] Cape Town March 28 SAPA—The minister of 
foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, tonight sent the Botswana 
Government a note assuring it that the recent SADF 
Operation was not aimed at Botswana. 


Responding to their protest note he reminded the Bots- 
wana Government that it had returned communication 
equipment sent to it last year which was intended for use 
in cases such as this week's operation. 
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“The action carried out by the SADF on 27-28 March in 
Gaborone was in no way aimed at Botswana but at 
terrorists operating from Botswana territory,” the South 
African note said. “Immediate action was called for to 
prevent further incursions into South Africa and a warn- 
ing would have alerted the ANC operatives that their 
colleagues had been intercepted in their mission.” The 
Department of Foreign Affairs concluded its note by 
calling on Botswana, “as it has so often in the past to 
prevent its territory being used as a launching pad for an 
attack on innocent South Africans which once again has 
proved to be the case.” 


Defense Force Justifies Attack 
MB300452 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2053 GMT 
29 Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria, March 29, SAPA—The SA Defence 
force headquarters said tonight it would be failing in its 
responsibility to the people of South Africa if it had not 
acted against alleged insurgents in Gaborone and others 
infiltrating into South Africa. 


In all three incidents in which 11 alleged ANC terrorists 
have been killed since Friday, the SADF “acted on 
confirmed intelligence to prevent further infiltrations 
and further loss of innocent life in South Africa,” the 
Defence Force said in a statement issued in Pretoria. 


It added: “There is no doubt about the intentions of 
these terrorists.” 


“It is now being suggested that the Defence Force killed 
innocent men and women in Botswana yesterday. 


“The SA Defence Force rejects all allegations that it acts 
against innocent people.” 


The statement said the SADF followed up on intelligence 
gathered during an operation on March 25 in which 
three alleged “Terrorists were shot in South Africa. This 
confirmed intelligence led to the action against the ANC 
in Gaborone. 


“These terrorists infiltrated to kill and maim innocent 
people on south Africz . vil. the weapons captured are 
evidence of this.” 


The statement referred to the bomb explosion outside 
the Krugersdorp Magistrates Court recently and another 
bomb explosion in the centre of Johannesburg last year. 


[words indistinct] “only two ofhmany graphic examples 
of ANC terrorist atrocities. [words indistinct] these 
atrocities originated from neighbouring states in either 
active support, training and accommodation role or by 
the use of these territories as transit routes.” 


FBIS-AFR-88-061 
30 March 1988 


Police Mount ‘Massive’ Cape Town Operation 
MB300555 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0535 GMT 30 Mar 88 


[Text] Cape Town, March 30, SAPA—Hundreds of 
policemen—many in plainclothes—mounted a massive 
security operation in the Cape Town city centre and 
Wynberg yesterday. Police said they were there to pre- 
vent students marching from the parade to Parliament. 


According to a convener, a combined student movement 
representing universities, colleges and schools in the 
western Cape planned to march on Parliament to register 
protest against restrictions placed on 17 anti-apartheid 
Organisations, the western Cape “education crisis” and 
the detention of students and student leaders. 


From mid-morning, policemen at the parade turned 
Students away and ordered journalists and photogra- 
phers to leave the scene. 


At least 30 uniformed policemen gathered at the South 
African Library opposite parliament in Government 
Avenue. About 20 security policemen waited outside 
parliament on the corner of St George’s Street and 
Government Avenue. 


Security tightened again in the afternoon when a press 
conference was held by the Wynberg Crisis Centre in St 
George’s Cathedral to protest against the imprisonment 
of youths and harsh prison sentences given to juveniles 
charged with “political” offences, like public violence. 


In Wynberg, where | 1 people appeared on treason charg- 
es, riot policemen wearing protective helmets and carry- 
ing shields sealed off the area around the Magistrates 
court. 


Mr Nabil Swart, the deputy principal of Alexander 
Sinton High School, who was in the court, was held by 
police and released after two hours. About 15 school 
pupils, who were outside the court were also held, but 
were also released later. 


Police Detain Youth Congress Leader Mokaba 
MB300824 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0814 GMT 30 Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria March 30 SAPA—SA Youth congress 
[SAYCO] president, Peter Mokaba, 29, is being held 
under the Internal Security Act, police confirmed today. 


In reply to a telex from SAPA yesterday enquiring about 
Mr Mokaba’s alleged detention, the SAP public relations 
division said the youth leader was being held under the 
Internal Security Act. 


Mr Mokaba was picked up in a Hillbrow Street at 4 a.m. 
on Monday last week after living in hiding since the state 
of emergency was declared on June 12 1986. He has 
spent many months in detention before. 
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President of the recently banned SAYCO, Mr Mokaba 
spent two years on Robben Island for political offences. 


A spokesman for the Northern Transvaal Youth Con- 
gress said his organisation was relieved that Mr 
Mokaba’s arrest had been confirmed, as youth activists 
were afraid for his life. 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 29 Mar 
MB300716 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0711 GMT 
30 Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria, March 30, SAPA—Following is the 
overnight unrest report issued by the SA Police public 
relations division. 


“At Longdale industrial area (Witwatersrand), a large 
group of blacks gathered illegally and refused to disperse. 
Police arrested 80 men and 23 women. 


“In a similar incident in Springbok Road (Industria, 
Johannesburg), a large group of blacks were dispersed by 
police who used batons and dogs. 21 black men were 
arrested. 


“At Dobsonville (Soweto), an unknown gunman fired 
shots at a 28-year-old municipal policeman, wounding 
him in the chest. The gunman fled when his fire was 
returned. 


“At Sebokeng (Vereeniging), a private house was dam- 
aged when it was stoned by a group of blacks. 


“At Wynberg (Cape Town) a group of blacks gathered 
illegally outside the local court building and refused to 
disperse. Police used batons to disperse them. No inju- 
ries Or arrests were reported. 


“At Mpumalanga (Hammarsdale) a black woman was 
seriously wounded when she was shot by an unknown 
gunman.” 


Press Comment on Issues, Problems 
MB301006 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN Defends Botswana Raid — Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN ‘n English on 29 March comments on the 
SADF raid into Botswana where it “attacked an ANC 
transit house on the outskirts of Gaborone.” “Botswana 
cannot say it was not warned. In fact, it has received 
several warnings in the past couple of years. We hope it 
will now stop the ANC using its territory for its foul 
attacks on South Africa, and that it will enter into a 
security pact like the one South Africa has with Swazi- 
land and Lesotho. That will put an end to attacks and 
counterraids and we can be truly good neighbours.” 


STAR: RSA Embarking on “Israeli-Style” Policy — 
Commenting on the SADF raid into Botswana, a Page 10 
editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 30 
March says “once again South Africa has violated the 
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borders of a sovereign neighbouring state on very dubi- 
ous legal grounds.” But “these days South Africa cares 
little for international opinion; indeed it may have 
embarked on an Israeli-style policy of taking the fight to 
the ANC wherever it may be. The killing of Mrs Dulcie 
September in Paris, the bomb found outside the ANC 
Brussels office, the recent murder of an ANC man in a 
Lesotho hospital—all these are being blamed on Pretoria 
as manifestations of this policy.” “Is force the only 
method South Africa knows for coping with the problem 
of its disfranchised majority? Besides attacking the 
symptoms, what is being done to attack the basic causes? 


BUSINESS DAY: Military Activity Damages Economy 
— A page 4 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English on 30 March says the latest SADF raid into 
Botswana was “at a cost so high in terms of South 
Africa’s international interests that it puts the very sanity 
of the cross-border raids in question.” BUSINESS DAY 
believes that South Africa has “passed the point where 
military activity damages economic interests. At the root 
of the problem lies the domination of public policy, 
foreign as well as domestic, by the SADF.” “When an 
army usurps the task of the police, the price of small 
successes ceases to be counted.” 


JEA Test of Power-Sharing Intent — A second editorial 
on the same page says KwaZulu Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi would like the Joint Executive Authority (JEA) 
to “become a legislative authority, paving the way for 
power-sharing in central government. If the Nationalists 
seriously seek the support of moderate blacks for consti- 
tutional reform, and genuinely intend sharing power, 
then the Natal initiative offers an ideal trial run.” 
“Political reform has come to a virtual standsti!l because 
blacks shun the government's proposed National Coun- 
cil. Buthelezi has pointed to a way to get things moving.” 


Black ‘Empowerment’ Forces Policy Changes — The 
executive director of the Institute of Race Relations, 
John Kane-Berman, writes on the same page that the 
“most striking development in South Africa is how 
ordinary black people are taking matters into their own 
hands, and the very Parliament from which they are 
excluded is having to catch up behind them.” The key 
process at work is one of “black empowerment” of which 
the crucial ingredients are: “Rising wages, enabling peo- 
ple to move out of overcrowded townships into the 
usually more expensive accommodation in white sub- 
urbs; increasing levels of education and skills already 
shown to have forced a policy change with regard to 
black unions; the availability of more jobs and better 
incomes in urban as compared with rural areas; and 
action and organisation.” “The experience of the past 15 
years has shown that black people can act to change their 
situation: there is substantial evidence to demonstrate 
that a growing economy generates forces which blacks 
can harness to empower themselves to do the job of 
dismantling apartheid.” 
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SOWETAN Criticizes State ‘Double Standards’ — “The 
Government loves accusing people and organisations of 
using double standards, while it in turn uses them all the 
time,” observes the Page 10 editorial in Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 30 March. “On Monda , the 
leader of the Conservative Party, Dr Andries Treurnicht., 
told a Randfontein by-election meeting that his party 
would defend white territory “with violence’, if neces- 
sary’. Nothing happened to him after he said this.” 
Nothing is likely to happen to him.” “If an anti-apart- 
heid politician had used the same language that Dr 
Treurnicht used on Monday, there would have been 
angry noises from the Government.” [quotation marks as 
published] 


CAPE TIMES on State-Church Confrontation — A Page 
6 editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 28 
March remarks that “open confrontation between gov- 
ernment and leading churchmen has been coming ever 
since they took to civil disobedience in protest against 
repressive measures.” “The most disquieting aspect of 
the conflict, which escalated with Mr P.W. Botha’s 
astonishing attack on the clergymen, is the huge chasm it 
exposes in top-level perceptions of South African 
affairs.” The paper believes that if President Botha has 
“additional, secret information then he is under an 
obligation to make the facts public, so they can be 
weighed and tested, since the implication is that these 
churchmen are in serious breach of the law. If he has no 
such information, then his attack is an intemperate and 
dangerous step towards dividing South Africa further 
into ‘us-and-them’ camps—where everyone not in agree- 
ment with the government become its utter foe, and thus 
fair game for it uninhibited wrath.” 


Economy Only Vehicle for Change — Ken Owen writes 
on the same page that the “hope of democracy” can only 
be placed “beyond the end of the century,” and “suc- 
cessful revolution beyond the civil war that ends, one 
supposes, in about the year 2040. The opponents of 
apartheid have no alternative but to play for limited 
gains. If, by the end of the century, the possibility of a 
democratic solution has been preserved” they shall 
“have done well. But the outlook is not promising.” 
Nevertheless, Owen points out that: “the emergency 
powers under which fascist government is burgeoning 
are temporary; they may yet be withdrawn”; and “gov- 
ernment remains wedded to a free, capitalist economy, 
which remains the most potent engine of change— 
perhaps the only engine of change—available to South 
Africans between now and the end of the century.” 


VADERLAND on NRP Disbanding — “No-one is sur- 
prised by the disbanding of the New Republic Party 
(NRP) this weekend and few, if any, mourn its death,” 
says a page 10 editorial in Johannesburg DIE VADER- 
LAND in Afrikaans on 28 March. “A white party can 
only exist as long as it enjoys the trust of a representative 
majority of the white voters. That is why the PFP is 
already on the path to self-extinction. That is why there 
is little hope for both Denis Worrall’s new Independent 
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Party and Wynand Malan’s National Democratic Move- 
ment. It is the NP that continues to maintain the trust of 
the voters because of its dynamic growth and because it 
keeps apace with changing circumstances.” 


BEELD Welcomes ‘New Moves’ in NP — Johannesburg 
BEELD in Afrikaans on 29 March says in a page 14 
editorial: “Assuming the white voters have to go to the 
polls in 1989 according to the Constitution, what can the 
NP provide as evidence of its meaningful progress? This 
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question has been asked often in recent times because of 
the increasing restlessness brought about by a political 
standstill.” Therefore “we welcome the signs of an 
important new move. The matters singled out this week- 
end at a NP youth congress are: the political rights at 
government level of urban blacks; clarity about group 
areas and open areas; and guidelines about the opening 
and controlling of beaches.” “South Africa must plan 
and work its way out of its problems, i will not scare 
itself out of them as the Right Wing believes.” 
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Benin 


CPC Delegation Ends Visit 28 March 
AB28216 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 28 Mar 8&8 


[Text] The delegation of lecturers from the CPC, which 
was visiting Our country to mark the friendly relations 
existing between our two parties, ended its stay in 
Cotonou today. For over 2 weeks the lecturers toured our 
provinces to deliver several lectures io cadres of the 
People’s Revolutionary Party of Benin [PRPB]. At the 
end of this stay, the leader of the delegation, Prof Yang 
Hongzhang, shared his impressions with reporters. 


Prof Yang Hongzhang thanked the central authorities for 
the welcome given to his delegation. After referring to 
the excellent relations between the CPC and the PRPB, 
the leader of the delegation expressed the satisfaction of 
his delegation, which is on its first visit to Africa. He 
expressed the desire to return to our country al an 
opportune time. Professor Hongzhang also expressed 
satisfaction with his fruitful talks with the people he met 
during his tour of certain state firms. 


Burkina Faso 


Dakar Radio Announces Former Ministers Freed 
AB252125 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Text] In a press conference given a few days ago, the 
Burkinabe president, Captain Blaise Compaore, 
announced the imminent release of certain political 
detainees. This morning, this became a reality. On the 
line from Ouagadougou, Abdoulaye Thiam reports: 


[Begin recording] Under the measure, Laetare Basile 
Guissou, former information minister, Valere Some, 
former minister of higher education; Gendarmerie Com- 
mander Ousseynou Compaore; Major Diallo Moussa; 
Lieutenant Traore Daouda, former managing director of 
customs and excise; and Captain (Laye Diri), former 
zonal commander, have been freed and have rejoined 
their respective families. This is Abdoulaye Thiam 
reporting froi.. Ouagadougou for the Senegalese Radio 
and Television Service. [end recording] 


3 Arrested for ‘Destabilizing Maneuvers’ 
AB292007 Paris “FP in French 1948 GMT 29 Mar 88 


[Text] OQuagajougou, 29 Mar (AFP)}—It was learned 
from police sources today that at least three peple were 
arrested early this week for “subversive and destabilizing 
maneuvers” in Burkina Faso. The principal instigator is 
said to be one Pascal Kinda, a businessman and former 
independent journalist. Others arrested with him were 
Hortense Sankara, a cousin of former President Thomas 
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Sankara. and one other person from Ouagadougou 
whose identity was not revealed. Leaflets hostile to the 


Popular Front. highest political organ in Burkina Faso. 
were found on them. 


According to the police, people close to Mariam Sankara. 
the widow of Thomas Sankara who was killed in the 15 
October 1987 coup, are involved in these “subversive 
maneuvers.” After the arrests, Mrs Mariam Sankara was 
informed that security measures were going to be taken 
against certain people in her entourage. However. 
according to police sources, it has not been established if 
Mrs Mariam Sankara was involved. 


Campaore Interviewed on ‘Rectification’ Process 
PM241416 Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 
21 Mar 88 p 3 


[Interview with President Blaise Campaore by Mohamed 
Semghoun: in Ouagadougou: date not given] 


[Text] [Semghouni] Mr President. how do you explain 
the events of 15 October? 


[Campaore] The events of 15 October 1987—that 1s, the 
advent of the rectification process—mark the victory of 
a lengthy struggle waged by the Burkinabe revolutionar- 
ies against the military-fascist and populist deviation 
which plunged the August 1983 revolution into chaotic 
degeneration and betrayed our people's hopes. The 
ascendancy of one man and autocratic and arbitrary 
leadership methods, as well as the total appropriation of 
the people's democracy, undeniably distorted our pro- 
cess’ redeeming image and caused the demoralization of 
the masses and iheir contempt for the revolut:.n os a 
political system of social liberation. We always hoped 
for, and attempted a democratic resolution of the crisis 
within the revolution’s structures, but the total flouting 
of organizational principles and the proliferation of 
intrigues and plots against the consistent revolutionaries 
necessitated the outcome of which you are aware. 


Moreover, the Algerian revolution has recorded in its 
annals a political experience which should make possible 
a better understanding of what has happencd in our 
country. 


[Semghouni] What are the conclusions of the stocktaking 
of the 4 years of revolution? 


[Campaore] First, with regard to organization, it must be 
said that the national conference was the first relevant 
demonstration tnat, despite all the lies abroad about the 
rectification process—both in the foreign media and on 
the part of certain political circles—our people are 
supporting the current process on a massive scale. Broad 
and substantive debates were conducted within all the 
structures of the country’s people, including the trade 
unions, which suffered fierce repression under Thomas 
Sankara. The conference was attended on a late scale by 
1,500 delegates—our country’s spokesmen. 
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With regard to the substance of the conference. apart 
from our people's assertion of the need for rectification 
in all fields—political, economic, social, and cultural—it 
emerges that the extension of the people's democracy 
and the consolidation of the people's unity constitute a 
prime foundation of all our battles. 


[Semghouni] What are the substance and principles of 
the rectification process? 


{Campaore] The rectification movement ts an extension 
of the August 1983 revolution based on the principles 
and substance embodied in the 2 October 1983 political 
ovientation speech. 


The rectification does not challesee the political orien- 
tation speech. On the contrary, it counters the deviations 
from the line and objectives that we established from the 
outset in the political orientation speech. The people's 
enthusiasm, apparent from the very first hours of the 
1983 revolution, confirms to us the correctness of this 
line and of the approach we must now pursue in the form 
of an action program based largely on the results of the 
conference to assess the 4 years of revolution. 


[Semghouni] How can the Popular Front mobilize the 
people to involve it in the major battles? 


{Campaore] The extension of d<:ocracy and .ae consol- 
idation of the people's unity will certainly be an asset in 
this mobilization because, you see, the masses need to be 
consulted, to be trusted, and to be made sensitive to and 
responsible for their own interests. If this is achieved by 
the consistent exercise of democracy: in other words, if 
the masses identify with the revolutionary watchwords. 
they will unquestionably commit themselves to imple- 
menting them. 


[Semghouni] What is the framework for the exercise of 
the people's power? 


[Campaore] We will consistently recast and reorganize 
the people's structures, especially the revolutionary 
defense committees—the prime bodies in the exercise of 
people's power. This reorganization will be guided by the 
inadequacies observed and by the criticisms made at the 
conference. According to the new outlook, the frame- 
work for the exercise of people's power at grassroots level 
will avoid mixing social sectors with different interests as 
far as possible: It will place the emphasis on regrouping 
according to specific class interests. Thus, a number of 
national unions will be created as bodies for the exercise 
of people's power—those of the peasants, workers, wom- 
en, the national pioneer movement, and so forth. We 
believe that there are interests specific to each social 
sector and class and this separation will make each social 
sector responsible for its own specific interests. 


es What can you say about the measures in 
— of the Burk inabe people adopted by the Popular 
ront? 
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{(Campaore! The revolution 1s a movement of social 
emancipation. of qualitative social changes to benefit the 
majority. The rectification, as an extension of the revo- 
lution, sets itself the challenge of clearing the people's 
road tc happiness. This 1s the overall objective to which 
our people adhere Together. we are laying the founda- 
tions for these thorough changes and while we must not 
dismiss our victories, the most important thing ts. rather. 
to identify our mistakes and to correct them in order to 
proceed more satisfactorily. The People’s Fron program 
to be published within the next few days embodies the 
major multidirectional task* to be perfumed to free our 
people from poverty. domination. and exploitation. 


[Semghouni] What ts the status of Algerian-Burkinabe 
reiatrons” 


[Campaore] There cannot fail to be very good relations 
between Algeria and Burkina Faso—iwo revolutionaiy 
and anti-imperialist states. Though there may have been 
some minor misunderstandings under the National Rev- 
olutionary Council, the Popular Front intends to inten- 
sify cooperation with its sister republic, Algeria. in ail 
fields, which will strengthen the anti-imperialist camp 
worldwide. Our next visit to Algeria will provide an 
opportunity to update and reaffirm this frank and fra- 
ternal cooperation. 


[Semghouni] Mr President. would you care to describe to 
us Burkina Faso’s activity within Africa and the interna- 
tional institutions” 


[Campaore] With regard to international relstions, we 
have set ourselves the following principles as defincd in 
the political onentation speech: 


—mutual respect for independence. territorial integrity. 
and national sovereignty: 


—mutual nonaggression: 
—nonintervention in internal affairs: 


—trade with al! couniries on an equal footing and on the 
basis of mutual advantage. 


Within the African cc Aext we not only observe these 
principles, bui also work for the specific attainment of 
African unity. To this end we regard inter-African orga- 
nizations such as the OAU as necessary tools for a 
rapprochement between our respective peoples. 


With regard to other international organizations, our 
action of course entails asserting our viewpoints and 
defending the African peoples’ cause and. more general- 
ly. the people's struggle throughout the world. 


[Semgtouni] The Western Sahara. southern Africa, and 
occupied Palestine are all hot spots at present. Mr 
Presidet.:, ould you define for us ?rkina Faso’s posi- 
tion on these conflicts? 
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{Campaore] Revolutionary Burkina Faso uncondition- 


ally supports the oppressed peoples’ struggle for national 
and social liberation. 


With regar! to the specific instances of the Western 
Sahara. southern Africa, and Palestine. we reaffirm not 
only our adherence to the principle of a people's and 
nation’s right to self-determination, but also our support 
for the organizations leading the people's struggle—the 
Polisario Front, the ANC, SWAPO. and the PLO. 


With regard to the occupied territories, we have just 
published an irrefutable condemnation of the Zionists” 
fascist military policy in that part of the world. 


[Semghoun:] Africa's foreign debt was recently the sub- 
ject of a meeting in Addis Ababa. What solution is 
envisaged or what action 1s being conducted to resolve 
Burkina Faso’s problem”? 


[Campaore] First, we would point out that we consiter 
Africa’s debt unjust. However. in view of the balance of 
forces within the context of international economic 
relations, the fight within Africa must be waged jointly. 
This 1s why Burkina Faso supports the solutions envis- 
aged by the OAU. acluding the proposal of a morato- 
rium until the year 2000. indexing the debt to export 
earnings, debt repayment in our nations’ national cur- 
rencies, and so ‘orth. 


Ghana 


Armcd Forces ‘Exercise Full Impact-88° Ends 
AB2¢1449 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 29 Mar 88 


[Text] The 2-week military exercise codenamed “ Exer- 
cise Full Impact-88", organized by the Ghana Armed 
Forces at Kokobin and the Achiasi Jungle Warfare 
School areas, has ended. The exercise was the third in a 
series since the changeover from the previous operation 
called “E=crcise Hot Foot”. In a speech, the commander 
of the Ghana Navy, Rear Admiral Ben Ohene-K 

said the aim of the exercise was not only to test the skills 
of units at ali levels, but also to bring together. for the 
first tne, officers and men of the Maritime and Air 
Force to interact with their counterparts in the Army. He 
commended the soldiers for their high degree of team 
spirit and asked them to keep it up for subsequent 
exercises. Rear Admiral Ohene-Kwapong said with this 
achievement, the Air Force hopes that detractors of this 
nation would not put the military to test, adding tha: ti.. 
Armed Forces are ready to defend the nation any time, 
anywhere. Trophies were awarded to deserving units and 
individuals. 


The closing ceremony was attended by the Army com- 
mander and member of the PNDC, Major General 
Mensah-Wood: top Ghanaian military officers, as well as 
Soviet and American military advisers in Ghana. 
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Ex-Foreign Minister Cleared of Fraud Charges 
AB291813 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1709 GMT29 Mar 88 


[Text] Libersa’s former foreign minister. Dr Bernard 
Blamo, has been declared not guilty of the criminal 
facilitation case leveled against him by the state. Accord- 
ing to today’s edition of the DAILY OBSERVER. [words 
indistit.ct} was handed down yesterday by the | 2-mem- 
ber panel jury unanimously after carefully ecamining the 
evidence adduced in such case. Upon the pronounce- 
ment of not guilty at the Criminal Court C, presiding 
Judge Charles Zulu immediaic!y announced the dis- 
charge of Dr Blamo and ordered the reizen of the [word 
indistinct} which defendant Blamo had fought to vecure 
his release following his indictment and subsequent 
arrest. The verdict was preceded by 4 hours of heated 
legal arguments by the prosecution and defense counsels. 
Deputy Justice Min.ster for Legal Affairs Dr Isaac Wells 
and Assistant Moniserrado County Attorney Lancelot 
Fowles acted for the prosecution, while counselors 
Toweh Benowr and Winfred Snowhold took the stand 
for the defense. 


In their arguments, the prosecution contended that Dr 
Blamo, former managing director of the National Port 
Authority [NPA], must be found guilty of criminal 
facilitation for aiding and abetting Mr Benny Eshun, a 
Ghanaian businessman, to defraud NPA of $575,000 for 
the purchase of the fire truck and some navigational aids. 
For their part, the dvfense counsel maintained that Dr 
Blamo had no prior (?knowledge) that he was aiding Mr 
Eshun to commit a cr:me. 


Doe Concerned Over Padded Governsaent Payroll 
AB292042 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT29 Mar 88 


[Text] President Doe has expressed concern over the 
deliberate manner in which civil servants undermine the 
economic recovery plan of government. The chief exec- 
utive expressed dismay over the 2,156 unclaimed checks 
at some ministries and agencies as reported by the 
special pay teams. The checks are valued at over 
$213,000. Presiden: Doe said government cannot afford 
to have people on a payrell who are not working for the 


government. 


Accordingly, the Liberian leader has directed tuat ali 
ministries and heads of autonomous agencies immedi- 
ately prepare and submit a current payroll of their 
various agencies to the Ministry of Finance. He 
instructed that effective April, cabinet ministers are to 
personally sign the salary checks of government employ- 
ees in their various ministries except those in the Mit- 
istry of Education, Defense, and those who receive 
government pension. 
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President Doe has meanwhile told the cabinet that he ts 
requesting the chief justice of Liberia to set aside one of 
his existing courts at the Temple of Justice to deal 
exclusively with economic crimes aga:nst the state. He 
said such a court will operate within the framework of 
the Constitution and due process of law. in another 
development, the president sas directed an immediate 
investigation into allegations made by several ministers 
and heads of autonomous agencies of government that 
names dropped from the payroll are still being issued 
checks by the [word indistinct] section of the Finance 
Ministry. 


Mali 


Foreign Delegates Attend UPFYM Congress 


Soviet Delegation Arrives 
4B251712 Bamako Domestic Service in Freach 
1-00 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Text] At the invitation of the Political Bureau of the 
Democratic Union of the Malian People [UDPM], a 
delegation of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
arrived early this afternoon led by Anatoliy Petrovich 
Nochevkin, member of the Ceniral Committee of the 
CPSU and deputy of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR. 
tie was accompanied by an aide and official of the 
Internatironai Department of the Central Committee of 
the CPSL. The delegation was welcomed ai the Senou 
International Airport by General Filifing Sissoko, gen- 
eral treasurer of the UDPM and princ.pal private secre- 
tary of the Presidency. 


The CPSU detegation will attend the deliberations of the 
Third Congress of the UDPM. Their agenda includes a 
mecting with the political secretary of the UDPM., chair- 
man of the special commission ia charge of assisting the 
secretary general of the party. 


AB261758 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 26 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Today, the speaker of the National Assembly. 
Sidiki Diarra, received in audience Moutari Moussa. 
chairman of the Niger National Development Council: 
Raul Valdes Vivo, member of the Central Committee of 
the Cuban Communist Party; and Anatoliy Nochevkin, 
member of the CPSU Central Committee. All three 
personalities are in our country to represent their coun- 
tries at the Third Ordinary Congress of the UDPM 
{Democratic Union of the Malian People]. [passage 
omitted] 
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Congress Opens 28 Mar 
1B290846 Bamako Domestic Service in French 


1500 GMT 28 Mar 88 


{Text! The Third Ordinary Congress of the Democratic 
Union of the Malian People [{UDPM] was officially 
opened this morning at 1000 at the Hall of the Palais de 
la Culture. The opening ceremony was presided over by 
the secretary general of the UDPM in the presence of 494 
delegates from 52 sections of the party throughout the 
country. and in the presence of 505 observers and more 
than 100 invited foreign guests. 


Also present al the opening ceremony were members of 
the Executive Committee of the National Assembly and 
the National Union of Mahan Women. 


Traore Opening Speech 
ABI82240 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GM1 28 Mar 88 


[Speech by President Moussa Traore at the opening of 
the Third Congress of the Democratic Union of the 
Malian Peopic. UDPM. in Bamako on 28 March 1988— 
recorded] 


[Excerpts] Ladies and gentlemen, congress delegaics. 
honorable guests: On behalf of the party's national 
executive body. | welcome you to the Third Ordinary 
Congress of the Democratic Union of the Malian People 
{UDPM]. Honorable representatives of friendly coun- 
tries, parties, ard organizations, the militants of our 
party are happy to sce you among us. This 15 a sign of 
your friendship and solidarity. We repeat our welcome 
and urge you to accept our sincerest gratitude. [passage 
omitted] 


Ladies and gentiemen, congress delegates: The UDPM 
constitutive congress took place c,actly 9 years ago. 
Following that historic event, our party established as 
goals the mobilization of [words indistinct] to strengthen 
national unsty. improve the domestic economic siluation 
[words indistinct], and promote the welfare of the 
Malian citizen in a society of democracy, fairness, and 
solidarity, the struggle for the total liberation of the 
continent, the maintenance of peace in the world; and 
the strengthening of understanding. friendship. and sol- 


idarity among all peoples. [passage omitted] 


After the fruitful exchange of views our people have 
experienced, | suggest that the Third Ordinary Congress 
focus on the unity of action of all active forces for the 
moralization of public life and national revival. In 
conformity with the party's statutes, it is the duty of the 
secretary gencral to submit a gencral report to the 
congress. | will therefore report to the congress on the 
activities of the party since the Second Ordinary Con- 
gress, and analyze our successes and shoricomings so as 
to draw lessons for our future actions. [passage omitted] 
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Ladies and gentlemen, congress delegates: Development 
is a global process requiring a harmony of views among 
the members of a group and the pooling of all available 
resources. The militants of the UDPM have all under- 
stood and accepted this. The spirit of solidarity and 
mutual assistance is a fundamental characteristic of our 
culture. It helps to bind our society together. The unfor- 
tunate events that occurred during the Christmas season 
of 1985 confirmed the reality of this spirit. It is my duty 
to comment on these events before you. These events are 
henceforth part of our history. | am referring to the 
painful conflict between us and Burkina Faso in Decem- 
ber 1985. Of course, we continue to see this painful 
episode of our relations with a brother and friendly 
people as buried for good. [applause] It is buried for good 
because the Malian and Burkinabe peoples can take 
legitimate and equal pride in the internationally 
acclaimed political maturity and wisdom that they dem- 
onstrated in ending the armed conflict and finding 
peaceful solution to the border dispute that caused the 
conflict. [applause] [passage omitted] 


Ladies and gentlemen, the Third Ordinary Congress of 
the UDPM is taking place at a time when the world 
economy is passing through a crisis characterized by a 
monetary disorder and slow trade exchanges. This wors- 
ening of the world econoinic crisis is seriously affecting 
all countries, and in particular the developing countries. 
The deterioration in trade terms and the continuing fall 
in the dollar rate have contributed to a sharp decline in 
the foreign exchange earnings of the developing coun- 
tries, as well as reducing their ability to ensure the 
importation of essential commodities and equipment for 
their development. In the face of such a difficult world 
economic situation and in the face of a serious drought, 
sociocconomic life has been affected by serious imbal- 
ances that have jeopardized our country’s developmen- 
tal growth. [passage omitted] Debt servicing, character- 
ized by the predominance of state-to-state debts with 
relatively favorable conditions are, however, a heavy 
burden on the state budget in view of the lack of 
resources of the Autonomous Sinking Fund. The fall in 
the price of cotton, which is Mali’s major export, has led 
to a great reduction in our export earnings, thereby 
diminishing our reimbursement capabilities [passage 
omitted] 


Ladies and gentlemen, congress delegates: Our country, 
Mali, is a land of dialogue where various peoples meet; it 
is a crossroads of civilization. Because of its size, its 
geographic location, its past, and the dynamism of its 
people, Mali has always maintained a policy based 
primarily on fraternal and friendly relations, on the basis 
of mutually beneficial cooperation. In conformity with 
the general orientation of the party, Mali attaches great 
importance to the safeguarding and strengthening of 
African unity. Our country has contributed to the cre- 
ation of subregional intergovernmental economic orga- 
nizations, such as the Liptako-Gourma Authority, the 
Niger Basin Development Authority, the Senegal River 
Development Organization, ECOWAS, and the West 
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African Economic Community. The UDPM has always 
followed a policy of friendship and has developed our 
international relations on the basis of its concern to 
maintain peace and safeguard international security. At 
the same time, it has always supported the peoples that 
are fighting for their independence, and has pursued a 
policy of nonalignment. It has consolidated its friend- 
ship with brotherly and friendly parties all over the 
world. [passage omitted] 


Burkinabe Border Meeting Ends; Communique Issued 
AB231806 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] The ministerial meeting on the Burkina Faso- 
Mali border ended this morning in Sikasso. The meeting 
enabled the two countries to take stock of recent devel- 
opments on the Mali-Burkina Faso border and to agree 
on the establishment of a demarcation line between the 
two countries. The deliberations were jointly chaired by 
the two countries’ ministers of territorial administration. 
More details on the Sikasso meeting from our special 
correspondent Matoure Watasaye: 


[Watasaye] Three points were discussed during this 
meeting: First, on the political level, the Malian and 
Burkinabe pvoples, as well as our governments, reaf- 
firmed their right and common desire to peacefully settle 
all our disputes through the establishment of a demarca- 
tion line on our common border. Second, on the eco- 
nomic level, by establishing this demarcation line, the 
people living in border towns of both countries will feel 
more encouraged to engage in development projects in 
the zones concerned. Third, on the social level, the 
Burkinabe and Malian peoples, who are linked by blood, 
history, and geography, will strive to facilitate relations 
between themselves. 


The purpose of this meeting was to seek ways and means 
to establish a demarcation line along our common bor- 
der. At the end of the meeting a final communique was 
issued by the two sides. The communique is read by 
Comrade Dieudonne Veiga from Burkina Faso: 


[Begin recording] During the deliberations the two del- 
egations reviewed issues of common interest, notably the 
strengthening of the cooperation between the adminis- 
trative authorities from both countries in order to estab- 
lish a demarcation line at our common border. As for the 
first issue discussed, the two sides noted with satisfaction 
the efforts made by the relevant authorities aimed at 
strengthening the cooperation in all fields between the 
two countries. On the second issue, the two delegations 
examined and adopted a [word indistinct] treaty and 
protocol agreement on the demarcation line to be estab- 
lished on the approximately 1.000 km-long border 
between the two countries. 
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As for the 380km-long portion—the disputed area that 
was the subject of a ruling made by the International 
Court of Justice on 22 December 1986—the two sides 
decided to concentrate their efforts on establishing the 
demarcation line in conformity with the ruling made by 
the international body. The commission pledged to 
[words indistinct] to meet before 30 April 1988 to 
examine the modalities related to ihe issue. On the other 
hand, the two sides called on the authorities of the 
border administration to promote and encourage (?an 
active) cooperation between the two countries. The two 
delegations expressed satisfaction with the atmosphere 
of brotherliness and total understanding that prevailed 
during the deliberations. The next meeting will be held 
in Burkina Faso at a date to be decided later. [end 
recording] [passage omitted] 


Cooperative Protocol Agreement Signed With Soviets 
AB251359 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 24 Mar 88 


{Excerpt} New prospects exist for cooperation between 
Malian and Soviet cooperative agents. Today, at the 
headquarters of Cooperative Action, the director general 
for Cooperative Action, DINACO, signed a protocol 
agreement with the Soviet cooperatives delegation that 
has been visiting our country since last Friday. Signing 
this protocol agreement, Mr Sangara said he was satis- 
fied with the outcome of the meeting: 


[Begin recording] Today's meeting has been for me a real 
cause for satisfaction. Satisfaction because the results we 
reached today mark a new turn in the visits and collab- 
Orative efforts between the Malian and Soviet coopera- 
tive action. I am satisfied because the signing of this 
protocol agreement is taking place precisely after the 
approval of the new legislative law regulating the Malian 
cooperative movement by my country’s national assem- 
bly. Finally, | am satisfied because the terms of the 
current protocol agreement are in perfect conformity 
with the desire of the people and the government of Mali 
to revitalize the cooperative movement. [words indis- 
tinct} makes concrete the firm resolution of our people to 
direct their efforts towards a self-centered and collective 
development. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Niger 


Saibou Returns From Nigeria Visit 27 Mar 
AB272118 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 27 Mar 88 


[Text] The chairman of the Supreme Military Council 
[CMS] and head of state, Colonel Ali Saibou, returned to 
Niamey late this morning following a 48-hour official 
visit to Abuja in Nigeria. The head of state was wel- 
comed by Prime Minister Hamid Algabid and the chief 
of general staff of the Niger Armed Forces, Lieutenant 
General Simba Abubacar. He was later greeted by the 
members of the CMS and the government. Soon after his 
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arrival, Col Ali Saibou visited (Kourpe) and (Akour- 
biya), where the Niger River is being dredged. Concern- 
ing his visit to Nigeria. President Ali Saibou said that he 
was personally satisfied with it and expressed great 
confidence in the future of Niger-Nigeria cooperation. 
Let us listen to the head of state: 


[Begin recording] My visit to Nigeria was part of my 
program of contacts with the heads of state [words 
indistinct]. With President Babangida, we (?held discus- 
sions concerning) our bilateral relations and other issues 
concerning our subregion. As you know, our bilateral 
relations do not only [words indistinct] but also 2,000 
km of our common border. We also held lengthy discus- 
sions on several aspects of Niger-Nigeria relations, espe- 
cially human resources, commerce, and culture. [Words 
indistinct] a joint commission was established [words 
indistinct}. President Babangida and | examined the 
quality of these relations which we promised to 
strengthen and expand in all areas of common interest, 
and with the same spirit of solidarity and brotherliness 
that we have shown in the past. I have. therefore, 
returned from this visit very happy and deeply confident 
about the future of Niger-Nigeria cooperation [words 
indistinct]. [end recording] 


It should be noted that the head of state’s visit was 
capped by a final communique, which Abou Adjip reads 
to us: 


{Adjip} At the bilateral level, the final communique 
notes with satisfaction the excellent relations existing 
between our two countries. It also reaffirms the firm 
determination of our two heads of state to work toward 
the strengthening of these relations through bilateral 
consultations. In this regard, the communique empha- 
sizes, the two heads of state have decided to strengthen 
the Niger-Nigeria Joint Commission to enable it to 
accomplish its follow-up mission (?of defining) impor- 
tant projects for our economic and social development. 
The two heads of state also reaffirmed their determina- 
tion to pool their efforts in the fight against drought and 
desertification. They promised to do everything possible 
to exploit for their mutual benefit the resources of their 
communities and their two states. To this end, they 
agreed to the equitable division by the states concerned 
of the resources of [words indistinct] and of the Niger 
River. 


The two heads of state also reaffirmed their conviction 
that the ECOWAS is an instrument of economic and 
social progress for the west African subregion. They also 
agreed that efforts must be made to enable this organi- 
zation to accomplish its mission. To achieve this goal, 
the two heads of state appeal to the member countries to 
fulfull their obligations to the ECOWAS in order to 
enable it to respond to our aspirations. 


The two heads of state also expressed their concern over 
the seriousness of the economic problems of African 
countries. These are famine, the fall in the price of raw 
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materials, and the foreign debt burden. The two heads of 
State expressed the opinion that the best way for African 
countries to Overcome their economic problems is by 
Strengthening intra-African cooperation. They 
denounced the injustice prevailing in international eco- 
nomic relations and renewed their appeal for the estab- 
lishment of a new international economic order. 


At the political level, the two heads of state reaffirmed 
their conviction that only the imposition of comprehen- 
Sive economic sanctions against South Africa and its 
isolation on the international scene can force it to put an 
end to its racial segregation policy and to free Namibia. 
Similarly, the two heads of state deplored the existence 
of hotbeds of tension and the use of violence in the 
world, especially in the Middle East and in the Gulf. On 
the Palestinian issue, they expressed their conviction 
that Israel must withdraw from the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. The Palestinian people have a right to self- 
determination and to the establishment of a fatherland. 
The states of the region also have the right to live in 
peace and within the borders established before (71967). 
Col Ali Saibou and General Ibrahim Babangida appealed 
to all those concerned to accept the convening of an 
international conference on the Middle East conflict. 
Concerning the Iran-Iraq war, the two heads of state 
have called for an immediate halt to the hostilities and 
the holding of negotiations under the auspices of the 
United Nations in order to find a peaceful solution to 
this fratricidal war. 


The two heads of state expressed their satisfaction with 
the atmosphere of friendship and cordiality that marked 
their discussions. This friendship and cordiality, the 
communique stresses, is due to the historical and cul- 
tural bonds existing between our peoples and to our 
relations based on mutual confidence and good-neigh- 
borliness. The two presidents are determined to work 
hard to further strengthen bilateral relations by holding 
regular consultations at all levels. 


At the end of this visit, the CMS chairman, Col Ali 
Saibou, expressed his sincere thanks and gratitude to 
President Babangida for the warm and courteous wel- 
come and kind hospitality accorded him and his delega- 
tion during their stay in the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 
The head of state invited President Babangida to visit 
Niger. The invitation was accepted and the date of the 
visit will be set later through diplomatic charnels. 


Prime Minister Elected ICO Secretary General 
AB251053 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
0600 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Yesterday, the 17th ministerial session of the 
Islamic Conference Organization, ICO, in Amman, Jor- 
dan, elected our prime minister, Hamid Algabid, as new 
ICO secretary general. Mr Algabid, whose candidacy was 
approved unanimously, will begin his 4-year nonrenew- 
able term of office on | January 1989. [passage omitted] 
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Petroleum Corporation To Buy Refineries in U.S. 
AB241803 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Nigeria’s National Petroleum Corporation, 
NNPC, is going through a major shakeup. The idea is to 
make it into a company much more like the major 
international oil giants, engaged in all levels of the 
industry and making decisions on a commercial basis. In 
the past, the NNPC has been closely tied to the govern- 
ment. And Nigeria’s oil minister, Alhaji Rilwanu Luk- 
man, has been spelling out what the restructuring will 
mean. From Lagos, Elizabeth Blunt cables this report. 


[Begin studio announcer recording] When the restructur- 
ing of the NNPC is complete, Nigeria will be left with an 
Organization beginning to resemble companies like Shell 
and Esso, which produce their own oil, transport it in 
their own ships, refine it in their own refineries through- 
out the world, and sell it in their own petrol stations. 
Until now, the NNPC has had nothing further to do with 
Nigerian crude oil after it has been exported, either 
through the big companies which work in partnership 
with Nigeria, or through independent oil traders. But 
now, said the minister, an agreement had almost been 
finalized to buy into six refineries in northwestern 
Europe and northeastern United States, which would 
give Nigeria guaranteed outlets even when the market 
was weak. In future, says the minister, Nigerian oil 
would only be sold to these refineries and their associ- 
ated petrol stations, or to NNPC’s joint venture partners. 
All contracts with middlemen would be phased out. And 
so would government contracts for crude oil sales, which 
mainly apply to other west African countries, although 
Alhaji Lukman said that Nigeria would make arrange- 
ments to make sure that its neighbors got supplies of 
refined products. 


Within the country, the NNPC will have | 1 subsidiaries, 
will be expected to operate on a commercial basis, and to 
make a profit. Asked about the effect of this on petrol 
prices in Nigeria—at the moment one of the lowest in the 
world—Alhaji Lukman explained that although the 
refinery company and the marketing company would be 
expected to make a profit on their activities, the final 
price of petrol depended on the price charged by the 
government for the original crude, and for the time 
being, he said, the government will continue to subsidize 
the cost of crude to the refineries. What does seem 
certain is that the NNPC will now have to be much 
stricter, ensuring that it gets paid for the oil it supplies to 
official bodies such as Nigeria Airways and the Electric 
Power Authority, NEPA, both of whom, apparently, 
have large outstanding debts. [end recording] 
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105 Pilgrims Deported by Saudis for ‘Offences’ 
AB241903 Paris AFP in English 1509 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] Lagos, March 24 (AFP)}—One hundred and five 
Nigerians were deported to Kano, in northern Nigeria, 
by Saudi authorities last weekend, the Kano-based news- 
paper reported Thursday [24 March] citing an airport 
official. The deportees, 67 men and 38 women, were 
accused of having “committed offences under the laws of 
Saudi Arabia,” the official said. 


The Nigerians had traveled to Saudi Arabia to perform 
the “lesser” pilgrimage (Umrah) to Mecca, the holy 
shrine of Islam. 


The official said that Nigerian authorities were becom- 
ing worried about “the poor image these people are 
creating for Nigeria.” 


After reaching Saudi Arabia, some of the deportees sold 
their return tickets and passports and declared them- 
selves to be “stranded,” the TRIUMPH newspaper 
reported. 


Minister Examines Students’ Problems in USSR 
AB261401 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1200 GMT 26 Mar 88 


[Text] Problems facing Nigerian students in the Soviet 
Union are some of the issues which were discussed at a 
meeting in Moscow between the minister of education, 
Prof Jubril Aminu, and representatives of [words indis- 
tinct]. Professor Aminu told a correspondent of the 
NEWS AGENCY OF NIGERIA, Isarius Abudu, the 
purpose of his visit to that country was to acquaint 
himself with the Soviet education program dealing with 
[words indistinct]. He meanwhile explained that this was 
aimed at increasing bilateral cooperation in the field of 
education. Prof Aminu and his entourage arrived in 
Moscow on Thursday [24 March] for a 2-week official 
visit. 


Border Issues Discussed With Cameroon Governor 
AB281639 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Text] A call has been made for the establishment of 
commercial banks along the border between Nigeria and 
Cameroon. The call was made in a joint communique 
issued in Maiduguri at the end of a meeting between the 
governor of the far north province of Cameroon and his 
Borno State counterpart, Lieutenant Colonel Abdulmu- 
mini Aminu. The communique said the establishment of 
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such banks would facilitate trade between the two coun- 
tries and discourage currency trafficking. On border 
relationships, it expressed the need for the security 
agencies to carry out their duty with restraint. It called 
for increased cooperation among them. The two sides 
agreed to assist each other to tackle the problem of cattle 
and car theft through the exchange of information that 
could lead to the arrest of offenders. 


Aviation Agreement Reached With UK 
AB281840 Paris AFP in English 1630 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Text] Lagos, March 28 (AFP)}—Nigeria and Britain 
have agreed “in principle” that their respective national 
airlines may land at a second point in the other country 
only under “a commercial agreement,” the Nigerian 
minister of aviation said Monday [28 March]. ““We have 
concluded talks and have resolved all our differences,” 
Air Vice-Marshal Anthony Okpere said while briefing 
newsmen on the outcome of the fourth round of talks 
between British and Nigerian aviation officials, which 
ended last Friday. 


Under the agreement, to be ratified soon, each of the 
airlines can land at a second point after having signed a 
“commercial” agreement with that country, the minister 
said. The two countries also agreed that operations of 
their national airlines should not be hindered as long as 
they remain legal, he added. 


As to fares, the minister said that whatever each airline 
proposes must be approved by its government. “Fares 
are determined by the government,” he stated. “These 
agreements are not static, they are dynamic. If there is a 
need to review them, we will surely do that,” he said. The 
key problem had been that while Nigeria Airways flew 
only to Heathrow Airport in London, British Caledonian 
Airways flew to Kano, a major commercial centre in the 
north, as well as to Lagos. 


Death Penalty for Religious Fanatics Opposed 
AB281401 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1200 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The death sentence for religious fanaticism sug- 
gested for the Kaduna State Government seems not to be 
popular with THE GUARDIAN. The paper associates 
itself with the belief that religious intolerance is tearing 
apart the country’s political uniformity and disrespect in 
cultural diversity. But it thinks capital punishment only 
creates martyrs out of the fanatics [words indistinct] 
compounds the problems it originally sets out to solve. 
THE GUARDIAN calls for a more deterring punish- 
ment to check the ever increasing religious abuse. 
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